D r. Lynn Rew, Associate Editor for Research for the Journal of Holistic Nursing, asked to be relieved of that responsibility at the end of 2007. I have been blessed to have her in this role since the beginning of my tenure as Editor. As most of you know, Lynn served as Editor of the journal for many years and is responsible for advancing the quality and scope of the journal, building on the work of her predecessors. She graciously agreed to be the Associate Editor for Research in 2005 when I started as the Editor. Lynn has literally reviewed hundreds of manuscripts during the time she has worked with the journal. As an associate editor she had 80 or more manuscripts annually to review along with the assessments of three reviewers for each manuscript. The role of the associate editor is a crucial one because associate editors make recommendations to me concerning the status of manuscripts based on their own critique and the critiques of the reviewers. The associate editor's recommendation is considered highly in my final decision. Lynn's work in this regard has been impeccable. She provided an extensive and explicit review of each manuscript and wrote specific and thoughtful critiques to share with authors. Whether or not a manuscript was accepted for publication, Lynn always provided information that supported her recommendation and was useful feedback to authors. I am also indebted to her for supporting me as the new editor by providing information, advice, and counsel on my new role. She has provided an outstanding service to the American Holistic Nurses Association.
Lynn's departure as the Associate Editor for Research provided me with an opportunity to evaluate the associate editor structure of the journal. The number of manuscripts we process each year has grown steadily. For 2007 we processed 127 manuscripts, up from 83 the previous year. Of those, 91 were in the research category that includes qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research as well as conceptual/theory development and critical literature review types of manuscripts. The remaining manuscripts fell into the categories of aesthetics (6), education (7), and practice (23). Therefore, I decided to add four new associate editors for research and am pleased that these highly qualified and experienced scholars will be joining the editorial team of the Journal of Holistic Nursing.
Dr Branch in Galveston, Texas. These three scholars have provided exceptional service to the journal by providing ongoing reviews of manuscripts since 2004, working closely with reviewers, authors, and the editor. They join me in welcoming you to submit your work in these three categories where we get far fewer manuscripts. We believe that there is significant work related to practice, aesthetics, and Editorial education that has relevance for holistic nursing and health care.
I am grateful for Dr. Rew's fine contributions to advancing the science and practice of holistic nursing through her work with the journal. We have a great editorial team in the seven associate editors now on board. This complement of editors will enhance our ability to attract quality manuscripts and to process these manuscripts in a more timely way. I encourage each of you to think about your potential as an author and the value of sharing your important work with a larger audience. I hope you will join us at this year's annual American Holistic Nursing Association conference for a preconference workshop presented by Elizabeth Tornquist and me. We have designed this workshop to assist you in writing for publication specific to JHN. It is our goal to assist authors to become the best writers possible and to encourage submissions of important work to the journal. W. Richard Cowling, IIII, RN, PhD, APRN-BC, AHN-BC Editor
